How Media Literacy Builds Global Understanding

Temple University 
Media Education Lab, 2008 - 2009

The Media Education Lab is working in collaboration with The Alliance of Civilizations and the Roberts Elementary School to explore how media literacy can be used as a means to promote global understanding among children.
Participants: 

· Renee Hobbs, Project Director (renee.hobbs@temple.edu)
· Jiwon Yoon, Consultant, Temple University (jiwony@temple.edu)
· Maggie Calvery, Media Library Specialist, Roberts Elementary School (mcaverly@umasd.org)
· Nuala Cabral, BTMM Graduate Student, Project Manager (nuala.cabral@temple.edu)

· Hanna Teclaw-Stasulli, Undergraduate Student, Project Facilitator  (tua17209@temple.edu)

· Aggie Ebrahimi Bazaz, Graduate Student, Documentary Filmmaker (tub65425@temple.edu)

· Rawia Alhumaidan, University Professor, Kuwait (ralhumaidan@gmail.com)

Objectives:

1. To design, implement and evaluate a project where media literacy is used to promote global understanding with students at the Roberts Elementary School. 

2. To ensure that Maggie Caverly and her students have a meaningful learning experience that integrates media analysis and media production activities in ways that promote student engagement, literacy and learning. 
3. To find, create and contribute resources about media literacy that can promote cross-cultural and global understanding to the AOC database (aoc.medialiteracy.com). *Nuala will spend approximately 5hrs/wk doing this throughout the year 

Tentative Timeline
September/Gaining Knowledge
· Explore these questions: What does media literacy at the elementary level look like? What does it look like in other countries? How can we incorporate conversations around stereotyping, representation and religion into Maggie’s classroom project? Can we develop a relationship with Qatar Academy? 

· Read and Discuss Carlos Cortes’ The Children Are Watching and Joe Tobin’s  Good Guys Don’t Wear Hats . (Meeting scheduled for Friday, September 26 at 10:00am in the Annenberg atrium). What are the challenges that Cortes and Tobin warn media educators about? What are the lessons learned that should inform our process? 

· Collect resources for the ML database: AOC.medialiteracy.com. 

October/Understanding the School Context and Identifying Opportunities for Innovation
· Build relationship with Maggie Caverly, learn about her academic goals, clarify expectations, and become familiar with Roberts Elementary School. 

· Observe existing curriculum activities to identify patterns of student engagement and learning

· Interview children about their existing knowledge of Muslim people and cultures

· Brainstorm designs for learning experiences
· Collect resources for the ML database: AOC.medialiteracy.com. 

November and December/Field Experience and Pilot Project
· Implement a project. 
· Undergrad journals submitted and final report of Fall activities submitted for grade  

· Collect resources for the ML database: AOC.medialiteracy.com. 

January / SCHOOL BREAK

· Develop day-long staff development program on ML and global understanding of people in the Middle East and pilot with 60 North Carolina teachers

February/Document and Reflect

· Reflect on the experience; analyze field notes, journals and fall report

· Plan Pilot #2 with Maggie and team members

· Collect resources for the ML database: AOC.medialiteracy.com. 

February and March/Field Experience and Pilot #2
· Implement a project. 

· Take field notes, keep a journal, and document the entire experience on film to gather information that will be used for the final report.  *Jiwon will be more involved in this process in the spring semester (she is available 5 hours/wk.)

· Begin promoting the project and our learning through various Media Literacy organizations (thinking specifically of the NAMLE conference)

· Collect resources for the ML database: AOC.medialiteracy.com. 
April and May/Preparation of Documentation Materials

· Prepare final documents and digital materials

· Prepare scholarly report

· Develop a presentation to share our learning experience

· Collect resources for the ML database: AOC.medialiteracy.com. 
Summer

· Lead a curriculum development workshop for Roberts Elementary teachers and teachers from the Philadelphia city school district to share our learning from the project
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